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The President's Proposal to the Nations 

President Wilson's proposals to the belligerent and neutral nations of the world* may be sum- 
marized as follows : 

The suggestions, which the President has had in mind for a long time, come not only from a 
friend, but from the representative of "a neutral nation whose interests have been most seriously 
affected," and who is anxious to determine "how best to safeguard those interests if the war is to con- 
tinue." The belligerents are asked to avow their "respective views as to the terms upon which the 
war might be concluded," and which would be deemed satisfactory "as a guarantee against" the re- 
newal of the war. While "indifferent as to the means taken to accomplish this," the President would 
be happy "to serve or even to take the initiative" in any acceptable way "in its accomplishment." 

"The objects which the statesmen of the belligerents" have in mind, "as stated in general terms 
to their own people and to the world," are "virtually the same" : "independence," "territorial integ- 
rity," "political and commercial freedom," the "future peace of the world," the "relief of the smaller 
and weaker peoples of the world." In such measures the interest of the United States is "as quick 
and ardent" as any of the nations now at war. 

But the United States cannot cooperate in promoting these ends until the war shall stop. A war 
of exhaustion will make "the hopes of peace and of the willing consent of free peoples" "vain and 
idle." The President suggests, therefore, "an immediate opportunity for a comparison of views." 
At present "the world has been left to conjecture what definite results, what actual exchange of 
guarantees, what political or territorial changes or readjustments, what stage of military success even, 
would bring the war to an end. It may be that peace is nearer than we know" ; "that an interchange 
of views would clear the way at least for a conference and make the permanent concord of the 
nations a hope of the immediate future, a concert of nations immediately practicable." The Presi- 
dent points out that he "is not proposing peace" or "even offering mediation," but asks merely "that 
soundings be taken," and says he "confidently hopes for a response which will bring a new light into 
the affairs of the world." 



* (Released for publication midnight, December 20, after this magazine had gone to press.) 
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